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SUBJECT: MESSAGE TO JERALD JOHNSON 

REQUEST CONGEN PASS FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM AMBASSADOR DE PREE 
TO MR. JERALD JOHNSON, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, WORLD MISSIONS, 

CHURCH OF NAZARENE, WHO IS STAYING AT THE INTERCONTINENTAL 
HOTEL, FRANKFURT, FROM MARCH 13 TO 17. 

QUOTE: DEAR MR. JOHNSON: 

I AM SORRY I WAS NOT ABLE TO GET A MESSAGE TO YOU IN LISBON, 

BUT DID NOT ARRIVE IN MAPUTO UNTIL MARCH 10 AND EMBASSY COM- 
MUNICATIONS WERE OUT OF ORDER AT THE TIME. 

SINCE I HAVE NOT YET PRESENTED MY CREDENTIALS TO THE GOVERNMENT 
OF MOZAMBIQUE, I HAVE NOT HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS THE 
MATTER OF THE DETAINED MISSIONARIES WITH MOZAMBIQUE GOVERN- 
MENT OFFICIALS. I HAVE, HOWEVER, BEEN BROUGHT UP-TO-DATE BY 
MY STAFF. WE ARE TOLD BY VISITORS TO THE MISSIONARIES THAT THE 
PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ALL THREE IS STILL GOOD. FRIENDS CONTINUE 
TO BRING FOOD TO SUPPLEMENT THEIR PRISONNDIET. THE MENTAL STATE 
OF THE MISSIONARIES IS SAID TO BE QUITE GOOD, WITH ONLY AN 
OCCASIONAL INDICATION THAT THEIR ORDEAL MAY BE PRODUCING SOME 
STRAIN. THROUGH FRIENDS, THEY ARE AWARE THAT THE US GOVERN- 
MENT AND OTHERS ARE CONTINUING THEIR EFFORTS TO EFFECT THEIR 
RELEASE. 
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OF A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES ARE BEING DETAINED. THE CONCERN OF 

OTHER DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS, AS WELL AS OUR OWN, HAS PROMPTED THE 

DEAN OF THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS, ON BEHALF OF THE CORPS, TO REQUEST 

THE GOVERNMENT OF MOZAMBIQUE AS A PRIORITY MATTER TO GRANT CONSULAR 

ACCESS TO THE PRISONERS. THE DIPLOMATIC NOTE WAS PRESENTED TO 

THE GOVERNMENT OF MOZAMBIQUE ONLY WITHIN THE PAST WEEK AND THE 

GOVERNMENT OF MOZAMBIQUE HAS NOT YET RESPONDED. UNTIL IT DOES, 

I WOULD ASK THAT YOU NOT PUBLICIZE THIS INITIATIVE, SINCE PUBLIC 
DISCLOSURE MIGHT IRRITATE THE GOVERNMENT OF MOZAMBIQUE AND 
DIMINISH CHANCES OF A FAVORABLE RESPONSE. 

I HAVE DISCUSSED THE PROS AND CONS OF YOUR PROPOSED VISIT WITH 
MY STAFF. OUR CONSIDERED RECOMMENDATION IS THAT YOU NOT COME 
AT THIS TIME, SINCE WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT YOU WOULD BE ABLE 
TO SEE THOSE KEY INDIVIDUALS WHOSE CONCURRENCE WOULD BE NECESSARY 
TO EFFECT THE MISSIONARIES' RELEASE. 

I SUGGEST THAT YOU DEFER MAKING A DECISION ON WHETHER OR NOT TO 
VISIT MOZAMBIQUE UNTIL WE SEE WHAT MAY COME FROM THE JOINT 
DIPLOMATIC INITIATIVE AND UNTIL I HAVE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE 
THE MATTER OF THE DETENTIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT, WHICH I INTEND 
TO DO AT THE EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY. 

I WILL CONTINUE TO KEEP YOU INFORMED OF THE PROGRESS OF OUR 
EFFORTS, AND WOULD WELCOME ANY INFORMATION THAT MIGHT COME TO 
YOUR ATTENTION OR ANY SUGGESTIONS YOU MIGHT HAVE AS TO HOW WE 
MIGHT PROCEED. 

SINCERELY, WILLARD DE PREE 
END QUOTE. 

DE PREE 
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